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The only available photograph of the Class of 1926 was obviously composed from shots taken individually of the outgoing and incoming deans of the faculty as well as of each of the 7 graduates ( Fig. 1) . However, it is not clear why both Sir Arnold Theiler, the 'father ' of the Faculty, and Dr P J du Toit, his successor as Dean, appear in the compound photograph of the Class of 1926.
Theiler was still in office during 1926, when the students were in their final year, while Du Toit spent most of that year overseas on a sabbatical visit. Since the graduation ceremony took place on 10 April 1927, it is clear that Theiler, who left South Africa for Europe on 7 March 1927, could not have officiated on that auspicious occasion.
Although it has not been possible to confirm with absolute certainty from the literature that P J duToit officiated as Dean at the graduation ceremony, he was Theiler 's successor, his appointment most probably dating from 1 April 1927. Thus his presence in the photograph. The unusual involvement of 2 Deans with the Class of 1926, Theiler almost to the last 'minute' before graduation, probably explains why both were included in the composite photograph. 1934 and 1935 . Back at Onderstepoort, he was instructed to also lecture in Dietetics for 3 years. This stimulated a particular interest in the discipline that led to his appointment to the National Nutrition Council and to the local development of balanced poultry rations, South Africa being a leader in the field.
Dougie developed into a scientist of considerable repute. His achievements were not limited to poultry. He was, for example, the discoverer of a rickettsia named Rickettsia (Colesiota) conjunctivae in cases of infectious ophthalmia in sheep, and similar organisms have been demonstrated in cattle, goats and poultry. Their significance in opthalmia is, however, currently unclear. He became internationally renowned in the nomenclature of rickettsias. He was very highly regarded as expert diagnostician and nutritionist in the poultry industry. He was first to discover psittacosis in pigeons; first to discover paralysis due to Argas persicus in ducks and geese; first to observe the vertical transmission of osteopetrosis in poultry. In 1957, on invitation, he advised the Nyasaland (now Malawi) government on the establishment of a poultry industry commensurate with the capacities of the existing small farmers.
In 1959 Professor Coles resigned from Onderstepoort to establish a poultry farm in Natal. In his later years he also made a considerable contribution to the promotion of nature conservation in that province as an active and enthusiastic member of the Natal Parks Board. 
